
Discussion Prompts 
 
Round 1: Music 
 
Defying Gravity by Cynthia Erivo and Arriana Grande 
Elphaba, why couldn't you have stayed calm for once? 
Instead of flying off the handle! 
I hope you're happy 
I hope you're happy now 
I hope you're happy how you've hurt your cause forever 
I hope you think you're clever 
I hope you're happy 
I hope you're happy too 
I hope you're proud how you would grovel in submission 
To feed your own ambition 
So though I can't imagine how 
I hope you're happy right now 
Elphie, listen to me, just say you're sorry 
You can still be with the wizard 
What you've worked and waited for 
You can have all you ever wanted (I know) 
But I don't want it 
No, I can't want it anymore 
Something has changed within me 
Something is not the same 
I'm through with playing by the rules of someone else's game 
Too late for second-guessing 
Too late to go back to sleep 
It's time to trust my instincts, close my eyes and leap 
It's time to try defying gravity 
I think I'll try defying gravity 
And you can't pull me down 
Can't I make you understand 
You're having delusions of grandeur? 
I'm through accepting limits 
'Cause someone says they're so 
Some things I cannot change, but 'til I try, I'll never know 
Too long I've been afraid of 
Losing love, I guess I've lost 
Well, if that's love, it comes at much too high a cost 
I'd sooner buy defying gravity 
Kiss me goodbye, I'm defying gravity 
And you can't pull me down 



Glinda, come with me 
Think of what we could do, together 
Unlimited 
Together, we're unlimited 
Together, we'll be the greatest team there's ever been 
Glinda, dreams the way we planned 'em 
If we work in tandem 
There's no fight we cannot win 
Just you and I, defying gravity 
With you and I defying gravity 
They'll never bring us down 
Well, are you coming? 
I hope you're happy 
Now that you're choosing this (you too) 
I hope it brings you bliss 
I really hope you get it 
And you don't live to regret it 
I hope you're happy in the end 
I hope you're happy, my friend 
So if you care to find me 
Look to the western sky 
As someone told me lately, "Everyone deserves the chance to fly" 
And if I'm flying solo 
At least I'm flying free 
To those who ground me, take a message back from me 
Tell them how I am defying gravity 
I'm flying high, defying gravity 
And soon, I'll match them in renown 
And nobody in all of Oz 
No wizard that there is or was 
Is ever gonna bring me down 
I hope you're happy (look at her, she's wicked, get her) 
Bring me down! (No one mourns the wicked, so we've got to bring her) 
Oh! (Down) 
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Round 3 Current Events 
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/climate-change-shows-claws-with-rising-costs
-disasters-munich-re-says-2025-01-09/ 

Climate change shows 'claws' with 
rising costs for disasters, Munich 
Re says 
By Alexander Hübner and Tom Sims 
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Brenna Peake, 25-year old volunteer 
from Asheville, reacts to what she said was exhaustion as she helps clean up businesses and other 
properties in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, in Marshall, North Carolina, U.S. October 10, 2024. 
REUTERS/Jonathan Drake/ File Photo Purchase Licensing Rights 

MUNICH, Jan 9 (Reuters) - Hurricanes, storms, floods and other natural disasters 
caused an estimated $140 billion in insured losses in 2024, up from 2023 and one 
of the costliest years on record, Munich Re said on Thursday. 

The year's tally of losses from natural catastrophes covered by insurance 
compares with $106 billion recorded in 2023 and is well above long-term 
averages. It is also higher than a similar forecast by Swiss Re, published in 
December. 
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Munich Re, the world's largest insurer, said the development shows that "climate 
change is showing its claws" as global temperatures continue to rise, 
contributing to more frequent and extreme weather events. 

 

A graphic showing temperatures over time. 
"One record-breaking high after another – the consequences are devastating. The 
destructive forces of climate change are becoming increasingly evident," said 
Thomas Blunck, a member of Munich Re's management board. 

The 2024 insured losses were the third most expensive year since 1980, Munich 
Re said. 

Total losses from natural catastrophes, including those not covered by insurance, 
were $320 billion in 2024. That is up from $268 billion in 2023 and above 
longer-term averages. 



The costliest disasters were hurricanes Helene and Milton, which hit the United 
States hard. 

Though focused on 2024, the report comes as tens of thousands of people 
evacuate their homes as wildfire rips through upscale areas of Los Angeles. "No 
one is really safe from the consequences of climate change," said Tobias Grimm, 
Munich Re's chief climate scientist. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/another-major-storm-milton-due-hit-florida-heels-helene-2024-10-06/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/tens-thousands-flee-wildfires-tear-through-los-angeles-area-2025-01-08/


Round 4 Science and Technology 
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/ai-report/ai-report.pdf 
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